Oregon, whose pleasant climate and environs have attracted thousands of newcomers in the past decade.
Even theoretical physicists, whose mental abstractions tend to make them indifferent to environment, are succumbing to the pull of place. Twenty-seven years ago, the US National Science Foundation funded a fledging center for theoretical physics at the University of California's Santa Barbara campus. At the time, UCSB was hardly at the top of the UC, let alone the US, pecking order. But the campus is on the Pacific Ocean, and the institute is as close to the beach as environmental regulations allow.
The institute is thriving. Its director, David Gross, was lured there from Princeton, and in the institute's 25th anniversary year, he shared the 2004 Nobel physics prize for his work on quark confinement.
Today, the distance that matters isn't to a harbor, but to a power plant-or the beach.
Charles Day runs Physics Today's Search & Discovery department.
His birthday is in October. 
THE DEATH OF DISTANCE HAS BEEN EXAGGERATED

